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his philosophic mind, by supposing that
men and women are ephemera that have lost
their wings, and in long process of time,
and after ten thousand generations, each
increasing in length one single day, have
slowly attained their actual form and superior
stability. They aro thus, in his enlightened
creed, happy, prosperous, independent de-
velopments, from remote ancestors of his
own; so that a race of self-created ephemera,
slowly and surely developing into mon and
women, aro the truo original of the universe.
The third ophemeron, a sober Tbeist, would
reason differently. By direct observation of
men and women he will infer, either absence
of change, or changes slow and gradual com-
pared with Iris own. Comparing their in-
telligence with his own consciousness of rea-
soning powers, ho would sco that they dif-
fered in degree, not in kind, and would gain
a probable inference that they had succes-
sive generations, only of longer period, like
his own. This idea, however, from want of
experience and direct evidence, ho will leave
a doubtful and open question. Bat, being
rajponable, he will infer that neither himself
nor his ephemeral parents, nor these men and
women, nor their parents, if such there were,